
Water Quality in the Priest Basin
Water quality impairments and concerns, studies on water quality and temperatures in the Idaho 
portion of Priest Hydrologic Cataloging Unit (17010215).

Robert Steed
Water Quality Manager



Idaho DEQ 
• Primacy for the Clean 

Water Act in Idaho
• Idaho Water Quality 

Standards (nonpoint)
• Beneficial Uses
• Criteria

• IPDES (point)

https://www.deq.idaho.gov/water-
quality/surface-water/water-quality-
standards/
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Causes of Impairment in Priest
• Temperature (numeric)
• Sediment (narrative)
• E coli (numeric)
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Integrated Report

• Submitted to Congress
• Approved by EPA
• Biannual 
• DEQ and all readily 

available data
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2022 Priest Streams Status
Support Status (miles)

Full Support Not Assessed

Not Full Support 5 Not Full Support 4a
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2022 Priest Lakes Status
Support Status (acres)

Fully Supporting Not Assessed Not Fully Supporting
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Others: Blue, Caribou, Chase, Hunt, Kent, 
Mirror, Standard, Two Mount, unnamed Lakes
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Integrated Report Mapper
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Priest River TMDL
• 2001 SBA and TMDL
• 2003 Addendum
• 2016 Temperature 

Addendum
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2001 SBA and TMDL
• Kalispell Creek and 

Lower West Branch 
Priest River for 
Sediment
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2003 Addendum
• Sediment and 

Temperature
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2016 Temperature Addendum
• 28 Assessment 

units 
• Potential Natural 

Vegetation TMDLs
• Shade deficit maps
• Watershed 

Advisory Group 
(§39-3601 et seq.)
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Shade deficit maps
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Bob’s Priest water quality concerns
• Priest River Temperature 

and Habitat
• Priest River Flow –

Minimum Instream Flow
• Priest River Didymosphenia

geminata
• Priest Lake spring 

Ochromonas bloom
• Shoreline conversion 
• Septic
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Questions?

Your name
Your title



Water quantity
• 97-7380 – minimum 

instream flow nexus with 
state statute for lake level 
(Title 70 Chapter 5 70-
507) 

• 24 (2015) Junior water 
rights for Lake and River 
(Domestic, Irrigation, Fire 
Protection, Stock)
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Links
• Integrated Report 

Mapper: 
https://mapcase.deq.idah
o.gov/wq2022/

• Idaho Water Quality 
Standards: 
https://www.deq.idaho.g
ov/water-quality/surface-
water/water-quality-
standards/

• Priest River Subbasin 
TMDL: 
https://www.deq.idaho.g
ov/water-quality/surface-
water/total-maximum-
daily-loads/priest-river-
subbasin/
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