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• Native and introduced fishes

• Unique characteristics

• Status of fish populations

• Population Trends

• Native fish conservation opportunities 



Illustrations by J. Tomelleri

Bull Trout

Westslope Cutthroat Trout

Mountain Whitefish

Native fishes



Introduced fishes

Rainbow Trout: 1920 - 1973Brook Trout: 1915 – 1947; 1980

Brown Trout: 1976 - 1989

Illustrations by J. Tomelleri

kokanee: 1982 - 1983



Native fishes



Bull Trout

Unique characteristics



Westslope Cutthroat Trout

Unique characteristics



Population status

• Species Composition

• Distribution

• Abundance



Population status

• Sample locations = 30

• Fish present = 24

• Fish absent = 6



Population status

• Westslope Cutthroat Trout 

and Brook Trout dominate

• Limited distribution of Bull 

Trout

• Limited occurrence of other 

species



Population status
• Westslope Cutthroat Trout

• Widely distributed

• Densities vary from low to 

high

• Distribution influenced by 

Brook Trout



Population status
• Brook Trout

• Widely distributed

• Densities vary from low to 

high

• Consistently high densities 

in portions of the drainage



Population status
• Bull Trout

• Limited distribution

• Low to moderate densities

• Distribution consistent with 

observed spawning zones



Population trends



Population trends
• Bull Trout redd counts

• MF East River and Uleda Creek

• Below average

• Redd count vs trend



Conservation

 opportunities

• Identify management actions 

that benefit native fishes

• Brook Trout negatively 

influence native fishes

• Opportunity manage Brook 

Trout abundance 

• Treatment options include 

chemical (rotenone) and or 

mechanical (electrofishing) 

removal



Summary

• East River fish community is blend of native and introduced fish species.

• Bull Trout and Westslope Cutthroat Trout exhibit unique migratory behaviors

• Strong native fish populations exist. 

• Brook Trout are abundant and influence the distribution and abundance of 

native fishes.

• In general, proportional abundance of native and introduced fishes has 

remained relatively stable.

• There appear to be opportunities to manage non-native fishes

• Recreational fishing, does it play a role? 
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